
 
Fifth Grade Reading Newsletter 

Marking Period 4, Part 2  
 
 

Created by MCPS Teachers at the C 2.0 Summit 2013 

  

 
 
 

 
 

MT Learning Goals by Measurement Topic (MT) 
Students will be able to . . .  
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• identify te theme and summarize key details in poems and 
plays. 

• analyze the character’s or narrator’s point of view and how it 
influencesyeven syinyaypoemyor a play. 

• examine how scenes in a play fit together to create text 
structure. 
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 • iden iifytowyfigurative language, word relationships, and word choice impact poems and 
plays. 
 
 
 
 

Thinking and Academic Success Skills (TASS) 

 It is . . . In reading, students will . . . 
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weigtingyevidence,y
examining claims, 
and questioning 
iac sy oymakey
judgments based 
upon criteria. 

• study elements in a play and determine cri eriayioryskillsyneededy oybey
aysuccessiulyac oryinyayperiormance.  (Criteria is a standard on which a 
decision or judgment may be based.) 

• compareytowydiiieren y fpesyoiy tea reyperiormancesy(opera,y
musicals, middle school plays, etc.) are similar and diiieren . 

• determine andyjus iifythe theme oiyaystory bfyusingyde ailsyiromy tey
text. 
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working diligently 
and applying 
eiiec iveys ra egiesy
 oyactieveyaygoalyory
solveyayproblem;y
continuing in the 
iaceyoiyobs aclesy
and competing 
pressures. 

• Work hard and consistently analyze visualyandymul imediayelements to 
makeymeaningyoiyaypoem. 

• useys ra egies,ysuctyasyvisualiza ion,y oyin erpre y  teymeaningyoiy
figurative language in order to understand a poem. 

How can I figure out what 
“it’s raining cats and dogs” means? 
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Learning Experiences by  Measurement Topic (MT) 

MT        In school, your child will . . . At home, your child can . . . 
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• iden iify teyuseyoiys ruc uralyelemen syoiyplafsy(e.g. cas yoiy
characters, setting, scenes, stage directions) and examine how 
scenes create the structure oiy teydrama. 

• summarize key details in poems, lyrics, and plays usingyvideosy
and CDs.  

• examine key details that are essential to understanding themes 
in poems. 

• analyze how the narrator’syperspec iveycon ribu esy oy tey
meaningyandy one,yandytowy tisywouldyctangeyiiy oldyiromy
another point of view.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scieszka, Jon & Smith, Lane (1989).  The True Story of the Three Little Pigs.  NewyYork,yNewyYork:yyPuiiinyBooks. 

• readyayvarie fyoiyseli-selected texts everfnigt ythat may include 
mul ipleyversionsyoiy teysameys orf. 

• read poe rfybfydiiieren ypoe sy oyiindyiavori es.  Use online poetry 
resources, including: 

o Giggle Poetry (http://gigglepoetry.com/) to read and create 
poemsywi tyiigura iveylanguage. 

o TteyPoe rfyArctive (t  p://www.poe rfarctive.org) to listen to 
poets read their own work. 

• see a play in ayproiessionalyorylocaly tea re.    
Sugges edyvenues:y 

o Local high school or middle school 
o Imagination Stage,yBe tesda,yMD 
o Olney Ttea reyCen eryiory teyAr s, Olney, MD  
o The Puppet Company, Glen Echo, MD   
o KennedfyCen eryiory teyPeriormingyAr s, Washington, D.C. 
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• recognizeyandyexplainy teymeaningyoiycommonyidioms, 
metaphors, similes in poems and plays. 

• discuss how  teyau tor’syuseyoiyantonyms and synonyms 
deepen the reader’s understanding oiytext.  

• create a  poem collageybfysearctingyiorywordsyandyptrases,yinyallysizesy
andycolors,yiromyvariousysources — magazines, cereal boxes, etc.  Cut 
them out.  Arrange the words  
in any way, andytaveydiscussionsyabou y tey 
meanings oiy teywords.y 
Keep going: 
Makeyaycollec ionyoiyfourypoems. 
Use the new words in daily  
conversa ions.y 
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analyze:  break down the whole into parts 
that may no ybeyimmedia elfyobvious;y
examiney teypar sysoy ta y teys ruc ureyoiy
the whole is understood 

figurative language:  any language that goes beyond 
 teyli eralymeaningyoiywordsyinyordery oyiurnistynewy
eiiec syoryirestyinsigt syin oyanyideayoryaysubjec  

point of view:  perspec iveyiromywticty tey
s orfyisy oldyoryviewpoin yiromywticty
iniorma ionyisywri  en  

key details:  details that support the message or 
topic in the text 

theme:  cen ralyoryunderlfingymessageyoiy
the text 

The wolf is trying to 
knock our house 

down and eat us! We 
won’t be your dinner! 

I was just 
trying to 
borrow a 
cupyoiy
sugar! 

http://gigglepoetry.com/
http://www.poetryarchive.org/


 
Fifth Grade Reading Newsletter 

Marking Period 4, Part 2  
 
 

Created by MCPS Teachers at the C 2.0 Summit 2013 

 
 


